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Washington Street Clubhouse 

Frequently Asked Questions

May 28, 2010

1) What are you announcing? 

A change of service at the Washington Street clubhouse.

2) Why are you closing down the Washington Street location? 

Declining youth population in the area is reflected in declining Club enrollment. 

3) Why now? What is the motivation behind your decision?  

We exist to enhance the lives of our members. For maximum impact, kids need to be in our clubs as often as possible and stay as long as possible.  

4) How long have you been in discussions regarding the closing of your Washington Street location?

The Club has an ongoing process for self-assessment and periodically reviews strategic issues. The decision to close the Washington Street clubhouse was taken by the board this week.

5) Is this the only solution? What other options have you considered? 

Many other options have been explored, including bussing children longer distances, but this was the only feasible option.

6) How many members does this affect?

We will be offering approximately 100 members the option to enroll in another of our Boys & Girls Club units.

7) What impact does this decision have on staff working at the Washington Street location?

We have been able to offer staff transfers to our other clubs.

8) What will happen to the members who currently use the Washington Street club?

We want to do our best in accommodating our current Washington St. members and hope that they can take advantage of our other sites. We will also provide referrals to other youth serving agencies in the community.

9) Will Washington Street members be given priority acceptance at other locations, given you are closing down their club? 

We always try to accommodate as many youth as possible on a first come, first serve basis until capacity is reached. 
10) Is the BGCMC abandoning Somerville and the members who depend on the programs and services the Club provides? 

Absolutely not. The BGCMC has an excellent Club at the Healey School.
11) Do you plan to relocate this club to another location in Somerville?

We are currently exploring options and plan on making the decision in the near future with our mission at the forefront.

 

12) How much will you save by closing down the Washington Street location?

The Washington Street Club costs approximately $200,000 a year to operate.

13) Is it true that you are losing several hundred thousand dollars a year in this location?

It costs approximately $500/member to maintain a Boys & Girls Club. When the membership falls below a certain point the cost of heating, lighting, and staffing the Club is prohibitive. We would be losing a substantial amount of money each year if we continue operations at Washington Street.

14) Will you sell the building?

Yes, we are placing the building on the market.

15) What will happen with the building in the meantime?

Our administrative offices will continue to operate out of 181 Washington St. The building will also be used for special club events.
16) Is the BGCMC in financial trouble?

No, but it could be if we were to continue operations at Washington Street under the current circumstances.   









